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A variety of different public and private entities issue recognized postsecondary credentials.  Below is a list of the types of organizations and institutions that award recognized postsecondary credentials (not all credentials by these entities meet the WIOA definition of recognized postsecondary credential).

a) A State educational agency or a State agency responsible for administering vocational and technical education within a State;

Colorado Career and Technical Education – Administered by the Colorado Community College System (CCCS)

http://coloradostateplan.com/administrator/credentialing/


b) An institution of higher education described in Section 102 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 USC sec. 1002) that is qualified to participate in the student financial assistance programs authorized by title IV of that Act. This includes community colleges, proprietary schools, and all other institutions of higher education that are eligible to participate in Federal student financial aid programs;

Colorado Department of Higher Education
Private Accredited

https://highered.colorado.gov/Academics/Colleges/privateaccredited.asp

Note: Title IV Aid is the governmental financial aid program governed by the U.S. Department of Education (i.e.; Pell Grants, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (SEOG), Federal Work Study, and Various Loan Programs). Only institutions accredited by an agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education are eligible to participate in Title IV programs. Accreditation is a non-governmental, voluntary, peer evaluation process whereby a school may elect to seek accreditation status by an independent accreditation body recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.  Lists of regional and national accrediting agencies recognized by the U.S. Secretary of Education can be found by going to the following website: U.S. Dept. of Education: Office of Postsecondary Education.


c) An institution of higher education that is formally controlled, or has been formally sanctioned or chartered, by the governing body of an Indian tribe or tribes.

https://tribalcollegejournal.org/map-of-tribal-colleges/


d) A professional, industry, or employer organization (e.g., National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence certification, National Institute for Metalworking Skills, Inc., Machining Level I credential) or product manufacturer or developer (e.g., recognized Microsoft Information Technology certificates, such as Microsoft Certified IT Professional (MCITP), Certified Novell Engineer, a Sun Certified Java Programmer, etc.) using a valid and reliable assessment of an individual's knowledge, skills and abilities;

e) Colorado Talent Pipeline Report
Appendix J – Career Success Development Program - List of Approved Industry-recognized Credentials- HB 16-1289
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cwdc/colorado-talent-pipeline-report

f) [bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]ETA's Office of Apprenticeship or a recognized State Apprenticeship Agency; 

https://www.colorado.gov/cdle/apprentice/programs
https://www.apprenticeship.gov/apprenticeship-finder


g) A public regulatory agency, which awards a credential upon an individual's fulfillment of educational, work experience, or skill requirements that are legally necessary for an individual to use an occupational or professional title or to practice an occupation or profession (e.g., Federal Aviation Administration aviation mechanic license, or a State-licensed asbestos inspector);

Colorado Department of Regulatory Agencies (DORA)
Colorado Division of Professions and Occupations
www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/dpo


h) A program that has been approved by the Department of Veterans Affairs to offer education benefits to veterans and other eligible persons; or
https://inquiry.vba.va.gov/weamspub/searchInst.do#content-area


i) Job Corps, which issues certificates for completing career training programs that are based on industry skills standards and certification requirements.
https://www.jobcorps.gov/train



Additional resources:

Credential Engine
www.credentialengine.org

National Network of Business and Industry Associations (National Network)
http://www.nationalnetwork.org/resources/industry-recognized-credentials/

Colorado Training Providers
https://www.cotrainingproviders.org/#/

Talent Found
https://talentfound.org/

My Colorado Journey
https://www.mycoloradojourney.com/journey

American Indian College Fund
https://collegefund.org/ 

Bureau of Indian Affairs
https://www.bia.gov/bia/ois/dwd

Division of Indian and Native American Programs (DINAP)
https://www.doleta.gov/dinap/
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